
\,l,arch 22. 2011

In regatds to: F{B-334

Senate Business, Labor, and Economic Affairs Committee

Dear Senate Business, Labor, and Economic Affairs Committee,

This letrer states mI, opposition to t{B-334. I am a Police Officer for the Ciq' of Billings and have

been so for the lzst 22 years.I have the unfoftunate experience of being severell iniured while performing my

duties as a Police Offrcer and then ultimate\ har.ing a Workers Compeasation claim. September 19, 1992 I was

working a patrol beat in Billings and was assigned to night shift. At about 0145 A')I. I was dispatched to a hold

up alarm at a local Convenience store. \\Ilrile efl-route, I r,"zs struck in the drivers door of my patrol car b1' 2

drunk driver. The dnver had been in another crash, had shut hi.s'headlights off, and was running from that

when he rao a red light and struck me. 1 rvas running with my emergenc) iights on through a green light' The

drives estimated speed at time of impact rvas in excess of 50 fPfi as latet detelmined bv accident re-

constructionists. The impact critically ittilrred me. I l'uas cut out of the rvreckage and rushed to Deaconess

Hospital. Once rhere, doctors started the process of sar,ing my life.. They found that I had multiple facial and

skull fracfufes, my jaw was broken, most of my ribs were broken. The side impact ruptured my diaphragm'

punctured both lungs, pushed most of my guts into my chest cavig' and perforated a great deal of them' N{y

,pl""r, *u, ruptuled and I had lacerations to my liver. Secondarv to the life threatening iniuries were broken

bones and damage to my back, neck, pelvis, leg and arm. The fust surgen'was just to tfy and save my life and

lasted over 12 hours. Norrr"ruo, ,rrrg"l". -... don" in the upcoming rveeks to repair all the other iniuries after

I had stabilized. I uias hospitalized ?o, severai months. ,Lftei t rvas released, I still required constant care and

rehabilitatioa and have contjnued with foliow up care since'

This crash was covered by wotkers comp since it happened rvhjle I rvas working. The city is covered

by Nlontana Nlunicipal Insurance Authoriq; and n*nttv most of m1- experiences have been bad' Their raitial

cost associated with this crash was over $300,000.00. I have damage that lvill resort ifl life long medical care'

The prescriptions I will take for the rest of my life are over $200.00 each month. I have conservatively had over

$200,000.00 in medical claims after the first 5 ,vears, these are not ril'age claims, and these are fot surgeries and

medical related expenses only. You do not do that much damage to vouf body and survive with out

maintenance. I am 47,vears old norv and knorv there are more surgedes in my future as a result of this crash'

To lvINIlA I am just an expensive claim number that thev would like to get rid of. They would have

gladly settled this ciaim for a few tho.rsaad dollars. I did not; I chose "life time medical coverage" instead

with no wage loss claim. I felt that was much more important than having a few thousand dollar "carrot"' I
believed that lifetime medical meant just that, life time medical. I gave up re-training benefits as well for life

tjme medical benefits. I don t know how I would support m,v famil,v if I rvas responsible fot these.

I work in a profession where there is great risk of being injured l work to Protect the public and

enforce laws that you c{eate. This is expected of me. I also have an expectation that y61t wili protect me in a

different way. I need to knorv that rvhen I am running into something that vou are running away from, I dont

have to worry if you will protect me later. This job is a noble profession and I love doing it. It is getting harder

and harder to find -.., *d women who wili appl) to be emergency ser.rice workers because of the risk' Please

don't make it harder to hnd people who are wiliing to take the risk to Protect vou. Please do not take out

securitv awav and abandon those who dsk so much for 1'es' Please do not pass FIB-334'
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